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1. The shortage of ball bearings represents one of the most serious bottle~
necks of the E:st German industrial production. The VEB DKF (Deutsche
Kugellagezfabriken) enterprise in leipzig and a number of smaller firms,
are not able to mect the demands | € the East German industry.

2. East German production of dall buringa is handicapped by the ahortago
of proper steel alloys. The ‘East ‘German- G@vermxiendﬁas made
Several unsuccessful a‘hmts 10 overcome this shortage.- - T

~Large funds were invested in VEB Edelstahlwerk, Doehlen,

"~ and. ’ in late 1952 and early 1953, a special forge plan ‘?Br hi;h qullity
steel was built at VEB Edelsthhlwerk Doehlen.. g of early 1955 the
enterprise had not been able to produce the propdr steel alloys. ' The
steel produced . - is brittle and not suitable for rolling; in addi- X
tion, no suitable alloys are available. The Doehlen attempts at pro- !
ducing a suitable alloy for ball bearings are carried out under the
supervision of Dr. Bitterasmann (fnu), a renowned metallurgical expert.

In addition, Prof. Maurer (fnu) of-the Eisenforeohunglinltitut (Iron
Research Institute) in Hennigsdorf, <.... . has carried out
experiments in a small ball bearing plant near Bad Liobonstoin in
Thuringia)but he also has not succeeded in solving the prodblem.

3. The shortage of ball bearings has handicapped the production of a number
of enterprises producing motors, such as VEB Elektromotorenwerk Werni-
gerode, VEB Sachsenwerk Niedersedlitz, and VEB Kleinstmotorenwerk Eartha.
‘The production of motorized vehicles has also greatly suffered from a
shortage of ball bearings. . There are no spare ball bearings availadble
for automobiles. VEB EMW Eisenach (formerly BMW) planned the production
during 1954 of 1,500 type EMW 340 automobiles. However, due to the
shortage of ball bearings this production program was abandoned.
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In view of the shortage of ball bearings and the unsuccessful attempts

at solving the problem,the East German Ministry for Machine Construction -

has tried to substitute, wherever possidle, bearings made of bdronze or
synthetic materials. Development of substitute bearings is generously
financed by the East German Government. In the past, East Germany

imported dall bearings from erchoslovakia. . 25X1

The Soviets have not recently dismantled any dguipment for the produc-
tion of ball bearings from any German enterprise including DKXP in
Leipzig. The insufficient production of ball bearings in East Germany
is not caused by the lack of suitable equipment but rather by the lack
of base material, as mentioned above. It is believed that the Soviets
do not need to dismantle any ball bearing equipment in East Germany,
since they did so in the early stages of the post-war period and now
have their own ball bearing production. It i1s known that there a
plant for ball bearing produotion in the Molotov plant in forkiy. .
The Soviet irmy in East Germany has a well-equipped plant for the repair
of ball bearings in the former "Imperial” enterprise in Meissen (Elbe).

25X1
1, ng. Molotov motor vehicle plant
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